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little symbolic drama in which he is about to play his part;
and. to this bamboo is tied the yellow piece of cloth which
he had worn before he put on the bigger loin-cloth.
The comedy of going on pilgrimage to Benares is now
enacted with appropriate staging.
The boy makes as though he were about to start on a long
journey, and, as provision for the way, he takes in his hand
a ball of sweet-stuff tied in a piece of cloth.
Sometimes a copy of the Vedas is also wrapped in cloth and
tied to his bamboo, and, with this bundle on his right shoulder,
he leaves the house as though ' off to Philadelphia in the
morning', and starts out, accompanied by his relatives and
friends playing on various instruments.
The preceptor makes seven lines of water acr6ss the road to
represent the seven oceans; when the boy comes to these,
he worships them, offers flowers, nuts, and seven pice, and
marks them with the auspicious red mark. The teacher asks
him if he is quite determined to go to Kasi (Benares), and
warns him metaphorically of the dangers and difficulties that
he will have to overcome, assuring him that there are seven
oceans (i.e. great rivers) in the way.
When he insists that, in spite of every obstacle, he really is
determined on going, the guru tells him to run. But the ever-
watchful maternal uncle has already gone on ahead, and is
lying in wait for the lad, and he now catches him, takes him
up in his arms, and either seats him on a horse, or else carries
him back home.
In some other parts of India the drama varies a little, and
the uncle, instead of actually carrying the boy home by main
force, endeavours by bribes to beguile him from his purpose.
First, he offers him five rupees, which the lad refuses; then
a gold ring, which is also declined; but finally he promises to
marry him to his own daughter if only he will give up the
project, and this often the boy accepts.1
1 In Kajhiawar not even in, fun would a Brahman maternal uncle offer to
marry his daughter to his nephew, for this would be playing with incest, so